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WESTERMAN) each will control 20 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Michigan. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the meas-
ure under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Michigan? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, S. 325, introduced by 

Senator LISA MURKOWSKI from Alaska, 
provides a 2-year extension for the 
Alyce Spotted Bear and Walter 
Soboleff Commission on Native Chil-
dren to publish its report and make 
policy recommendations for Federal, 
State, and Tribal programs that serve 
Native children. 

Native children experience severe 
health and socioeconomic disparities 
compared to all other racial and ethnic 
groups in the United States due to the 
cycles of intergenerational trauma. It 
is the Federal Government’s trust re-
sponsibility to provide for the health 
and well-being of Native children. How-
ever, the COVID–19 pandemic delayed 
much of the Commission’s essential 
work. 

Passage of S. 325 will grant the Com-
mission an extension of time and en-
sure that the report best addresses the 
needs of Native children through much- 
needed expertise and cultural wisdom. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the distin-
guished Senator from Alaska, Senator 
MURKOWSKI, for introducing and cham-
pioning this critically important legis-
lation, as well as my dear friend and 
Committee on Natural Resources col-
league, DON YOUNG, for leading the 
House companion bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support S. 325, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

b 1545 
Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of S. 
325, which would amend the Alyce 
Spotted Bear and Walter Soboleff Com-
mission on Native Children Act, to ex-
tend the deadline of the Commission’s 
report from 3 years to 5 years after the 
Commission is fully appointed and 
fully funded. 

In 2016, the Alyce Spotted Bear and 
Walter Soboleff Commission on Native 
Children Act was signed into law. 

The purpose of the legislation was to 
establish, within the U.S. Department 
of Justice’s Office of Tribal Justice, a 
commission on Native children and to 
conduct a comprehensive study regard-
ing the Federal and local programs, 
grants, and support available for Na-
tive communities and Native children. 

The legislation stipulated that 3 
years after the date on which the Com-

mission is fully appointed and funded, 
the Commission shall issue a report to 
Congress with its recommendations on 
how to achieve better use of existing 
resources, increased coordination, 
measurable outcomes, stronger data, 
enhanced private sector partnerships, 
and implementation of best practices. 

Funding for the Commission was not 
authorized in the enacted version. 
However, the fiscal year 2019 Consoli-
dated Appropriations Act provided 
$400,000 to the Commission. 

With delays in securing funding and 
the full appointment of Commission 
members, the Commission was not able 
to hold its first meeting until Decem-
ber 2019. In addition, the COVID–19 pan-
demic delayed much of the Commis-
sion’s work. 

In response to these challenges faced 
by the Commission, my good friend, 
Mr. YOUNG, introduced the House com-
panion bill to S. 325, to ensure that the 
Commission has adequate time to 
produce a complete and comprehensive 
report. 

I would like to commend Mr. YOUNG 
for his continued tireless work on be-
half of American Indian and Alaska 
Natives. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge adoption of the 
measure, and I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield such time as he may consume to 
the gentleman from Alaska (Mr. 
YOUNG), the dean of the House. 

Mr. YOUNG. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman for yielding. I would 
like to thank Chairman GRIJALVA and, 
of course, the ranking member, Mr. 
WESTERMAN, for the support of sched-
uling this bill for final passage. I would 
also like to thank my good friend, 
DEBBIE DINGELL, for her work. I have 
been sitting and listening to these 
bills, these are good bills. So, thank 
you, I appreciate it. 

Mr. Speaker, I introduced this bill on 
the House side. I would like to thank 
Congressman CASE and Congressman 
KAHELE for their sponsorship and sup-
port. 

As has been mentioned, S. 325 gives 
Alyce Spotted Bear and Walter 
Soboleff Commission on Native Chil-
dren 2 more years to complete their 
important work and report their find-
ings to Congress. 

The Commission is tasked with con-
ducting a comprehensive study of Fed-
eral, State, local, and Tribal programs 
that serve Native children with the 
goal of developing a system that deliv-
ers wraparound service for Native 
youth. 

The Commission was put in place, as 
I mentioned, in 2016, but was not able 
to have its first meeting until 2019. 
Further meetings were delayed by 
COVID, and as we know, things weren’t 
really going according to scale. 

But my good friend, Gloria O’Neill, 
serves as chairman of the Commission, 
and I am thankful for her leadership on 

this issue, and her commitment to en-
suring the Commission has enough 
time to do its important work. 

Without this extension, the Commis-
sion would be rushing to conclude their 
regional meetings in order to meet 
Congress’ deadline. 

When doing this work, it could have 
far-reaching effects on Native youth 
and Native communities. We need to 
ensure the Commission has enough 
time to do good work and consider the 
options. 

Also, my colleagues have noticed re-
cently, in a lot of publications, about 
some of my schools concerning Native 
students—Native youth, and especially 
in Canada. Will this Commission also 
look at that process and see what has 
happened in the past, and we can avoid 
what is going to occur in the future? 

This is a needed Commission and a 
needed bill. I urge my colleagues to 
support S. 325. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
urge adoption of this bill, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I, 
again, thank the leadership of the dean 
of the House, Mr. YOUNG, on this, and 
Senator MURKOWSKI for the Native 
children. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
legislation, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Michigan (Mrs. 
DINGELL) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, S. 325. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution 
8, the yeas and nays are ordered. 

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this motion are 
postponed. 

f 

ACCESS TO CONGRESSIONALLY 
MANDATED REPORTS ACT 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 2485) to require the Director of 
the Government Publishing Office to 
establish and maintain an online portal 
accessible to the public that allows the 
public to obtain electronic copies of all 
congressionally mandated reports in 
one place, and for other purposes, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 2485 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Access to 
Congressionally Mandated Reports Act’’. 
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) CONGRESSIONALLY MANDATED REPORT.— 
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(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘congression-

ally mandated report’’ means a report of a 
Federal agency that is required by statute to 
be submitted to either House of Congress or 
any committee of Congress or subcommittee 
thereof. 

(B) EXCLUSIONS.— 
(i) PATRIOTIC AND NATIONAL ORGANIZA-

TIONS.—The term ‘‘congressionally mandated 
report’’ does not include a report required 
under part B of subtitle II of title 36, United 
States Code. 

(ii) INSPECTORS GENERAL.—The term ‘‘con-
gressionally mandated report’’ does not in-
clude a report by an office of an inspector 
general. 

(2) DIRECTOR.—The term ‘‘Director’’ means 
the Director of the Government Publishing 
Office. 

(3) FEDERAL AGENCY.—The term ‘‘Federal 
agency’’ has the meaning given the term 
‘‘federal agency’’ under section 102 of title 40, 
United States Code, but does not include the 
Government Accountability Office or an ele-
ment of the intelligence community. 

(4) INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY.—The term 
‘‘intelligence community’’ has the meaning 
given that term in section 3 of the National 
Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3003). 

(5) OPEN FORMAT.—The term ‘‘open format’’ 
means a file format for storing digital data 
based on an underlying open standard that— 

(A) is not encumbered by any restrictions 
that would impede reuse; and 

(B) is based on an underlying open data 
standard that is maintained by a standards 
organization. 

(6) REPORTS ONLINE PORTAL.—The term ‘‘re-
ports online portal’’ means the online portal 
established under section 3(a). 
SEC. 3. ESTABLISHMENT OF ONLINE PORTAL FOR 

CONGRESSIONALLY MANDATED RE-
PORTS. 

(a) REQUIREMENT TO ESTABLISH ONLINE 
PORTAL.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after 
the date of enactment of this Act, the Direc-
tor shall establish and maintain an online 
portal accessible by the public that allows 
the public to obtain electronic copies of con-
gressionally mandated reports in one place. 

(2) EXISTING FUNCTIONALITY.—To the extent 
possible, the Director shall meet the require-
ments under paragraph (1) by using existing 
online portals and functionality under the 
authority of the Director. 

(3) CONSULTATION.—In carrying out this 
Act, the Director shall consult with the 
Clerk of the House of Representatives, the 
Secretary of the Senate, and the Librarian of 
Congress regarding the requirements for and 
maintenance of congressionally mandated 
reports on the reports online portal. 

(b) CONTENT AND FUNCTION.—The Director 
shall ensure that the reports online portal 
includes the following: 

(1) Subject to subsection (c), with respect 
to each congressionally mandated report, 
each of the following: 

(A) A citation to the statute requiring the 
report. 

(B) An electronic copy of the report, in-
cluding any transmittal letter associated 
with the report, in an open format that is 
platform independent and that is available 
to the public without restrictions, including 
restrictions that would impede the re-use of 
the information in the report. 

(C) The ability to retrieve a report, to the 
extent practicable, through searches based 
on each, and any combination, of the fol-
lowing: 

(i) The title of the report. 
(ii) The reporting Federal agency. 
(iii) The date of publication. 
(iv) Each congressional committee or sub-

committee receiving the report, if applica-
ble. 

(v) The statute requiring the report. 
(vi) Subject tags. 
(vii) A unique alphanumeric identifier for 

the report that is consistent across report 
editions. 

(viii) The serial number, Superintendent of 
Documents number, or other identification 
number for the report, if applicable. 

(ix) Key words. 
(x) Full text search. 
(xi) Any other relevant information speci-

fied by the Director. 
(D) The date on which the report was re-

quired to be submitted, and on which the re-
port was submitted, to the reports online 
portal. 

(E) To the extent practicable, a permanent 
means of accessing the report electronically. 

(2) A means for bulk download of all con-
gressionally mandated reports. 

(3) A means for downloading individual re-
ports as the result of a search. 

(4) An electronic means for the head of 
each Federal agency to submit to the reports 
online portal each congressionally mandated 
report of the agency, as required by section 
4. 

(5) In tabular form, a list of all congres-
sionally mandated reports that can be 
searched, sorted, and downloaded by— 

(A) reports submitted within the required 
time; 

(B) reports submitted after the date on 
which such reports were required to be sub-
mitted; and 

(C) to the extent practicable, reports not 
submitted. 

(c) NONCOMPLIANCE BY FEDERAL AGEN-
CIES.— 

(1) REPORTS NOT SUBMITTED.—If a Federal 
agency does not submit a congressionally 
mandated report to the Director, the Direc-
tor shall to the extent practicable— 

(A) include on the reports online portal— 
(i) the information required under clauses 

(i), (ii), (iv), and (v) of subsection (b)(1)(C); 
and 

(ii) the date on which the report was re-
quired to be submitted; and 

(B) include the congressionally mandated 
report on the list described in subsection 
(b)(5)(C). 

(2) REPORTS NOT IN OPEN FORMAT.—If a Fed-
eral agency submits a congressionally man-
dated report that is not in an open format, 
the Director shall include the congression-
ally mandated report in another format on 
the reports online portal. 

(d) DEADLINE.—The Director shall ensure 
that information required to be published on 
the online portal under this Act with respect 
to a congressionally mandated report or in-
formation required under subsection (c) of 
this section is published— 

(1) not later than 30 days after the infor-
mation is received from the Federal agency 
involved; or 

(2) in the case of information required 
under subsection (c), not later than 30 days 
after the deadline under this Act for the Fed-
eral agency involved to submit information 
with respect to the congressionally man-
dated report involved. 

(e) EXCEPTION FOR CERTAIN REPORTS.— 
(1) EXCEPTION DESCRIBED.—A congression-

ally mandated report which is required by 
statute to be submitted to a committee of 
Congress or a subcommittee thereof, includ-
ing any transmittal letter associated with 
the report, shall not be submitted to or pub-
lished on the reports online portal if the 
chair of a committee or subcommittee to 
which the report is submitted notifies the 
Director in writing that the report is to be 
withheld from submission and publication 
under this Act. 

(2) NOTICE ON PORTAL.—If a report is with-
held from submission to or publication on 

the reports online portal under paragraph 
(1), the Director shall post on the portal— 

(A) a statement that the report is withheld 
at the request of a committee or sub-
committee involved; and 

(B) the written notification provided by 
the chair of the committee or subcommittee 
specified in paragraph (1). 

(f) FREE ACCESS.—The Director may not 
charge a fee, require registration, or impose 
any other limitation in exchange for access 
to the reports online portal. 

(g) UPGRADE CAPABILITY.—The reports on-
line portal shall be enhanced and updated as 
necessary to carry out the purposes of this 
Act. 
SEC. 4. FEDERAL AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES. 

(a) SUBMISSION OF ELECTRONIC COPIES OF 
REPORTS.—Not earlier than 30 days or later 
than 45 days after the date on which a con-
gressionally mandated report is submitted to 
either House of Congress or to any com-
mittee of Congress or subcommittee thereof, 
the head of the Federal agency submitting 
the congressionally mandated report shall 
submit to the Director the information re-
quired under subparagraphs (A) through (D) 
of section 3(b)(1) with respect to the congres-
sionally mandated report. Notwithstanding 
section 6, nothing in this Act shall relieve a 
Federal agency of any other requirement to 
publish the congressionally mandated report 
on the online portal of the Federal agency or 
otherwise submit the congressionally man-
dated report to Congress or specific commit-
tees of Congress, or subcommittees thereof. 

(b) GUIDANCE.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Director of the Office of Management and 
Budget, in consultation with the Director, 
shall issue guidance to agencies on the im-
plementation of this Act. 

(c) STRUCTURE OF SUBMITTED REPORT 
DATA.—The head of each Federal agency 
shall ensure that each congressionally man-
dated report submitted to the Director com-
plies with the open format criteria estab-
lished by the Director in the guidance issued 
under subsection (b). 

(d) POINT OF CONTACT.—The head of each 
Federal agency shall designate a point of 
contact for congressionally mandated re-
ports. 

(e) REQUIREMENT FOR SUBMISSION.—The Di-
rector shall not publish any report through 
the online portal that is received from any-
one other than the head of the applicable 
Federal agency, or an officer or employee of 
the Federal agency specifically designated 
by the head of the Federal agency. 
SEC. 5. CHANGING OR REMOVING REPORTS. 

(a) LIMITATION ON AUTHORITY TO CHANGE OR 
REMOVE REPORTS.—Except as provided in 
subsection (b), the head of the Federal agen-
cy concerned may change or remove a con-
gressionally mandated report submitted to 
be published on the reports online portal 
only if— 

(1) the head of the Federal agency consults 
with each committee of Congress or sub-
committee thereof to which the report is re-
quired to be submitted (or, in the case of a 
report which is not required to be submitted 
to a particular committee of Congress or 
subcommittee thereof, to each committee 
with jurisdiction over the agency, as deter-
mined by the head of the agency in consulta-
tion with the Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the President pro tempore 
of the Senate) prior to changing or removing 
the report; and 

(2) a joint resolution is enacted to author-
ize the change in or removal of the report. 

(b) EXCEPTIONS.—Notwithstanding sub-
section (a), the head of the Federal agency 
concerned— 

(1) may make technical changes to a report 
submitted to or published on the online por-
tal; 
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(2) may remove a report from the online 

portal if the report was submitted to or pub-
lished on the online portal in error; and 

(3) may withhold information, records, or 
reports from publication on the online portal 
in accordance with section 6. 
SEC. 6. WITHHOLDING OF INFORMATION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Nothing in this Act shall 
be construed to— 

(1) require the disclosure of information, 
records, or reports that are exempt from 
public disclosure under section 552 of title 5, 
United States Code, or that may be withheld 
under section 552a of title 5, United States 
Code; or 

(2) impose any affirmative duty on the Di-
rector to review congressionally mandated 
reports submitted for publication to the re-
ports online portal for the purpose of identi-
fying and redacting such information or 
records. 

(b) WITHHOLDING OF INFORMATION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Consistent with sub-

section (a)(1), the head of a Federal agency 
may withhold from the Director, and from 
publication on the online portal, any infor-
mation, records, or reports that are exempt 
from public disclosure under section 552 of 
title 5, United States Code, or that may be 
withheld under section 552a of title 5, United 
States Code. 

(2) NATIONAL SECURITY.—Nothing in this 
Act shall be construed to require the publi-
cation, on the online portal or otherwise, of 
any report containing information that is 
classified, or the public release of which 
could have a harmful effect on national secu-
rity. 
SEC. 7. IMPLEMENTATION. 

(a) REPORTS SUBMITTED TO CONGRESS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—This Act shall apply with 

respect to any congressionally mandated re-
port which— 

(A) is required by statute to be submitted 
to the House of Representatives, or the 
Speaker thereof, or Senate, or the President 
or President Pro Tempore thereof, at any 
time before, on, or after the date of the en-
actment of this Act; or 

(B) is included by the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives or the Secretary of the Sen-
ate (as the case may be) on the list of reports 
received by the House of Representatives or 
Senate (as the case may be) at any time be-
fore the date of the enactment of this Act. 

(2) TRANSITION RULE FOR PREVIOUSLY SUB-
MITTED REPORTS.—To the extent practicable, 
the Director shall ensure that any congres-
sionally mandated report described in para-
graph (1) which was required to be submitted 
to Congress by a statute enacted before the 
date of the enactment of this Act is pub-
lished on the online portal under this Act 
not later than 1 year after the date of the en-
actment of this Act. 

(b) REPORTS SUBMITTED TO COMMITTEES.— 
In the case of congressionally mandated re-
ports which are required by statute to be 
submitted to a committee of Congress or a 
subcommittee thereof, this Act shall apply 
with respect to— 

(1) any such report which is first required 
to be submitted by a statute which is en-
acted on or after the date of the enactment 
of this Act; and 

(2) to the maximum extent practical, any 
congressionally mandated report which was 
required to be submitted by a statute en-
acted before the date of enactment of this 
Act unless— 

(A) the chair of the committee, or sub-
committee thereof, to which the report was 
required to be submitted notifies the Direc-
tor in writing that the report is to be with-
held from publication; and 

(B) the Director publishes the notification 
on the online portal. 

SEC. 8. DETERMINATION OF BUDGETARY EF-
FECTS. 

The budgetary effects of this Act, for the 
purpose of complying with the Statutory 
Pay-As-You-Go Act of 2010, shall be deter-
mined by reference to the latest statement 
titled ‘‘Budgetary Effects of PAYGO Legisla-
tion’’ for this Act, submitted for printing in 
the Congressional Record by the Chairman of 
the House Budget Committee, provided that 
such statement has been submitted prior to 
the vote on passage. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
the District of Columbia (Ms. NORTON) 
and the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
(Mr. KELLER) each will control 20 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days within which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the meas-
ure before us. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I want to thank Rep-

resentative MIKE QUIGLEY for his per-
sistence in pursuing this good govern-
ment legislation. Hopefully, we can get 
this bill enacted this Congress. 

H.R. 2485, the Access to Congression-
ally Mandated Reports Act, is a non- 
controversial bill that has been ap-
proved by the Oversight and Reform 
Committee many times. 

The bill is a commonsense measure 
that would make the government more 
transparent and accountable. It would 
create a one-stop-shop where Congress 
and members of the public could access 
agency reports to Congress. 

Federal agencies submit thousands of 
reports to Congress each year. This bill 
will improve congressional oversight 
by making it easy to find and access 
those reports. 

H.R. 2485 would give the public access 
to agency reports. Currently, members 
of the public often have to file requests 
under the Freedom of Information Act 
to obtain agency reports to Congress 
because many of these reports are not 
available online. 

An online library of Federal reports 
would improve our ability to use the 
information in them to make sound 
policy. It also would encourage agency 
compliance with reporting require-
ments. 

Finally, it would support timely ac-
cess to the reports by State and local 
governments, students, academics, and 
others with the additional benefit of 
decreasing the burden on agencies to 
process Freedom of Information Act re-
quests. 

The Access to Congressionally Man-
dated Reports Act is endorsed by al-
most 40 organizations from across the 
political spectrum. 

Mr. Speaker, I support this bill and 
urge all my colleagues to support it, 
and I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. KELLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, the Access to Congres-
sionally Mandated Reports Act, long 
championed by my colleague, Mr. MIKE 
QUIGLEY, represents an honest effort to 
modernize Congress and improve the 
Article I power of the legislative 
branch. 

The bill does this by bolstering the 
ability of Congress to access and under-
stand the thousands of legally man-
dated reports compiled by the execu-
tive branch and sent to Congress each 
year. 

It is estimated that Federal agencies 
write and send to Congress over 4,000 
written reports every 2 years. That is a 
lot of valuable information for the 
American people and their representa-
tives in the U.S. House. 

These mandated reports contain in-
sights into activities of Federal agen-
cies. Insights like the status of an 
agency establishing a new program or 
updates on efforts to combat waste, 
fraud, and abuse. However, there is cur-
rently no central inventory for con-
gressional Members or our staff to ac-
cess these reports. 

Most reports are sent over via email 
and can get lost in the shuffle of an 
ever-changing and evolving Congress, 
or they are only sent to specific com-
mittees which prevents the rest of Con-
gress and the public from viewing 
them. This bill fixes that problem. 

H.R. 2485 establishes a central and 
publicly available portal of these re-
ports at the Government Publishing 
Office. Congress and members of the 
public will be able to fully search, sort, 
and download reports from this 
website. This gives the whole of Con-
gress and America’s citizens conven-
ient access to all executive agency re-
ports submitted to Congress. These are 
reports that the taxpayers paid for. 

This bill also includes protections for 
classified and sensitive information in 
keeping with the principles of the 
Freedom of Information Act. 

In summary, once Congress can get a 
handle on all the mandated reports, we 
can take actions to reduce any unnec-
essary agency reporting burdens. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleague, 
Mr. MIKE QUIGLEY, for working to-
gether with the House Oversight and 
Reform Committee’s ranking member, 
JAMES COMER, on this good government 
bill, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, if the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania has no 
further speakers, I am prepared to 
close, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. KELLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
such time as he may consume to the 
gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. 
COMER). 

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
support the Access to Congressionally 
Mandated Reports Act, which I have 
worked on along with my House Over-
sight and Reform Committee col-
league, Congressman MIKE QUIGLEY. 
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This bill will help modernize Con-

gress and expand the legislative 
branch’s oversight over the executive 
branch. 

Every year, Federal agencies prepare 
and submit thousands of in-depth re-
ports to various congressional commit-
tees. These reports cover topics such as 
the implementation status of new 
agency programs or legal requirements 
in recently passed laws. 

They also cover the ongoing effort of 
the Federal Government to address 
waste, fraud, and abuse as well as pol-
icy priorities like our Nation’s finan-
cial stability, cybersecurity, homeland 
security, and public health readiness. 

In short, congressionally mandated 
reports are a key part of how the 
United States Congress fulfills its Arti-
cle I oversight duties over the execu-
tive branch. 

Beyond holding hearings and passing 
laws, the legislative branch mandates 
that executive branch agencies report 
to the House and Senate on their ac-
tivities and compliance with the law. 

As representatives in the House, we 
have an obligation to the American 
people to maintain constant visibility 
into the executive branch. And con-
gressionally mandated reports are one 
of our most useful, daily oversight 
tools. 

However, there is a problem. Con-
gress lacks a central inventory of the 
reports we require Federal agencies to 
send us. This makes it hard to know for 
certain if agencies are fulfilling their 
legal reporting obligations or for new 
congressional Members and staff to 
find reports from previous years. 

Additionally, the American public 
has little to no access to these valuable 
reports, which contain key insights 
into agency programs and missions 
that directly affect them. 

H.R. 2485 is the solution we need. 
With the bill’s establishment of a sin-
gle website at the Government Pub-
lishing Office we will be able to find 
the reports we need when we need 
them. 

A fully searchable inventory of these 
reports makes complete sense in the 
modern world. This new portal will en-
able each and every House Member and 
staffer to do their job on behalf of the 
American people they represent. 

After all, American taxpayer dollars 
are funding the preparation of these re-
ports as well as the agency activities 
they report on. 

And for sensitive reports containing 
classified information, there are pro-
tections to ensure that only the proper 
congressional committees will be able 
to access such reports. 

Again, I want to thank my colleague, 
Mr. MIKE QUIGLEY, for working with 
me to improve and reintroduce this 
government-wide transparency bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support H.R. 2485. 

Mr. KELLER. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
further speakers, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I urge 
passage of H.R. 2485, and I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from the District of 
Columbia (Ms. NORTON) that the House 
suspend the rules and pass the bill, 
H.R. 2485, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

The title of the bill was amended so 
as to read: ‘‘A bill to require the Direc-
tor of the Government Publishing Of-
fice to establish and maintain a single 
online portal accessible to the public 
that allows the public to obtain elec-
tronic copies of all congressionally 
mandated reports, and for other pur-
poses.’’. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET JUS-
TIFICATION TRANSPARENCY ACT 
OF 2021 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill (S. 
272) to amend the Federal Funding Ac-
countability and Transparency Act of 
2006, to require the budget justifica-
tions and appropriation requests of 
agencies be made publicly available. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

S. 272 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Congres-
sional Budget Justification Transparency 
Act of 2021’’. 
SEC. 2. PUBLIC AVAILABILITY OF BUDGET JUS-

TIFICATIONS AND APPROPRIATION 
REQUESTS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 3 of the Federal 
Funding Accountability and Transparency 
Act of 2006 (31 U.S.C. 6101 note) is amended to 
read as follows: 
‘‘SEC. 3. FULL DISCLOSURE OF FEDERAL FUNDS. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Not less frequently than 
monthly when practicable, and in any event 
not less frequently than quarterly, the Sec-
retary (in consultation with the Director 
and, with respect to information described in 
subsection (b)(2), the head of the applicable 
Federal agency) shall ensure that updated 
information with respect to the information 
described in subsection (b) is posted on the 
website established under section 2. 

‘‘(b) INFORMATION TO BE POSTED.— 
‘‘(1) FUNDS.—For any funds made available 

to or expended by a Federal agency or com-
ponent of a Federal agency, the information 
to be posted shall include— 

‘‘(A) for each appropriations account, in-
cluding an expired or unexpired appropria-
tions account, the amount— 

‘‘(i) of budget authority appropriated; 
‘‘(ii) that is obligated; 
‘‘(iii) of unobligated balances; and 
‘‘(iv) of any other budgetary resources; 
‘‘(B) from which accounts and in what 

amount— 
‘‘(i) appropriations are obligated for each 

program activity; and 
‘‘(ii) outlays are made for each program ac-

tivity; 
‘‘(C) from which accounts and in what 

amount— 
‘‘(i) appropriations are obligated for each 

object class; and 

‘‘(ii) outlays are made for each object 
class; and 

‘‘(D) for each program activity, the 
amount— 

‘‘(i) obligated for each object class; and 
‘‘(ii) of outlays made for each object class. 
‘‘(2) BUDGET JUSTIFICATIONS.— 
‘‘(A) DEFINITIONS.—In this paragraph— 
‘‘(i) the term ‘budget justification mate-

rials’ means the annual budget justification 
materials of a Federal agency, or a compo-
nent of a Federal agency, that are sub-
mitted, in conjunction with the budget of 
the United States Government submitted 
under section 1105(a) of title 31, United 
States Code; and 

‘‘(ii) the term ‘open Government data 
asset’ has the meaning given that term in 
section 3502 of title 44, United States Code. 

‘‘(B) INFORMATION.—The information to be 
posted— 

‘‘(i) shall include any budget justification 
materials— 

‘‘(I) for the second fiscal year beginning 
after the date of enactment of this para-
graph, and each fiscal year thereafter; and 

‘‘(II) to the extent practicable, that were 
released for any fiscal year before the date of 
enactment of this paragraph; and 

‘‘(ii) shall not include budget justification 
materials the disclosure of which is prohib-
ited by law, that are classified, or that are 
exempt from disclosure under section 552(b) 
of title 5, United States Code. 

‘‘(C) FORMAT.—Budget justification mate-
rials shall be posted under subparagraph 
(B)— 

‘‘(i) as an open Government data asset; 
‘‘(ii) in a manner that enables users to 

download individual reports, download all re-
ports in bulk, and download in bulk the re-
sults of a search, to the extent practicable; 
and 

‘‘(iii) in a structured data format, to the 
extent practicable. 

‘‘(D) DEADLINE.—The budget justification 
materials required to be posted under sub-
paragraph (B)(i) shall be posted not later 
than 2 weeks after the date on which the 
budget justification materials are first sub-
mitted to Congress. 

‘‘(E) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
this paragraph shall be construed to author-
ize a Federal agency, or a component of a 
Federal agency, to destroy any budget jus-
tification materials relating to a fiscal year 
before the fiscal year described in subpara-
graph (B)(i).’’. 

(b) INFORMATION REGARDING AGENCY BUDG-
ET JUSTIFICATIONS.—Section 1105 of title 31, 
United States Code, is amended by adding at 
the end the following: 

‘‘(i)(1) The Director of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget shall make publicly 
available on a website, and continuously up-
date, a tabular list for each fiscal year of 
each agency that submits budget justifica-
tion materials, which shall include— 

‘‘(A) the name of the agency; 
‘‘(B) a unique identifier that identifies the 

agency; 
‘‘(C) to the extent practicable, the date on 

which the budget justification materials of 
the agency are first submitted to Congress; 

‘‘(D) the date on which the budget jus-
tification materials of the agency are posted 
online under section 3 of the Federal Fund-
ing Accountability and Transparency Act of 
2006 (31 U.S.C. 6101 note); 

‘‘(E) the uniform resource locator where 
the budget justification materials are pub-
lished on the website of the agency; and 

‘‘(F) a single data set that contains the in-
formation described in subparagraphs (A) 
through (E) with respect to the agency for 
all fiscal years for which budget justifica-
tions of the agency are made available under 
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